Information And Suggestions to Help Prevent Fires
and Prepare in the Event
of a Wildfire
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Images From The Bastrop Wildfire
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To all the residents of Mountain Springs Ranch,
As you all are keenly aware, we are in the midst of the worst drought in decades here in our little patch of
heaven. As some of you have heard me say before “It’s so danged dry, even the fish have ticks on them!”. That, my
friends, is D-R-Y!!!
Seriously, we are in a very dangerous situation right now. Any little spark, a cigarette butt carelessly flipped out
of a vehicle, tiki torches in the back yard which can easily tip over, careless barbecuing, kids playing with matches,
vehicles in grassy areas, and any number of other events can put us all in grave danger.
We all need to be watchful and aware of all things happening around us and let some good old-fashioned
COMMON SENSE come into play!! That will go a long way towards preventing fires.
To attempt to help everyone in our community prevent fires, make plans ahead of time, and implement those
plans if or, God forbid, when the time comes to take action. There are a few web sites at the end which you can access
on your own for additional information if you like.
I wish to express my thanks to our neighbors in River Crossing for sharing their booklet with us and especially
Gwen Pain for giving me permission to use pertinent parts in this MSR booklet.
Please look through this information and send any suggestions you have for improvements to me at
bpcawood@gvtc.com, or by phone at (830)885-5583.

Bill,
Bill Cawood
Chairman, MSR Preserve Committee
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Wildfires
Wildfires are common in Texas, especially after long periods of drought. They can spread quickly and produce
dangerous smoke, threatening property, lives and health. Help reduce your risks by learning how to respond.
If you have experienced a wildfire, learn how to recover safely.

What do I need to know about a wildfire in my area?
Be prepared to evacuate. When the threat of wildfires is high, stay tuned to local radio, television or get information
from the National Weather Service about NOAA Weather Radio. Be prepared to evacuate immediately. Taking the
following precautions can help you evacuate safely and quickly:
 Park your car in the direction of escape and keep the windows rolled up to prevent smoke from entering.
 Load your family disaster supply kit in the car and keep family photos or other things you plan to take with you
nearby.
 Don’t let children or other family members stray far from home.
 Wear protective clothing (long sleeves and long pants) and keep a handkerchief in your pocket to protect your face.
 Confine all pets to one room or area of the yard so you can gather them quickly.
 Leave the lights in your home on so that fire fighters can see it through dense smoke.
 Before you leave, call an out-of-town contact and tell them where you plan to go.

What are the health threats of wildfire smoke?
Smoke can pose a serious health threat, especially if you have chronic heart or lung disease. Children and older adults
are also at greater risk. Even healthy people can be affected by smoky conditions.
Smoke from wildfires is a mixture of gases and fine particles from burning trees and plants. It can hurt your eyes,
irritate your respiratory system and worsen symptoms from pre-existing conditions. Common symptoms of smoke
exposure include:
 Coughing
 Scratchy throat
 Irritated sinuses
 Shortness of breath
 Chest pain
 Headaches
 Stinging eyes
 Runny nose

If you experience any of these symptoms, take the following
measures:







Limit outdoor activities as much as possible. When you must go outside
Keep the windows and doors of your home shut.
Run the air conditioner with the fresh-air intake closed and use high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters.
Avoid cooking as much as possible
Do not burn candles or use fireplaces.
Do not use vacuum cleaners which can stir up dust already inside your home.
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Keep your airways moist by drinking plenty of water. To help relieve dryness, breathe through a warm, wet cloth.

My Emergency Contacts and Family Meeting Places
Every family should have two emergency contact persons, one local and one from out-of-town. Your local contact will
be your family’s central communications point during a disaster, helping you locate family members, reporting on your
situation and providing information about recovery efforts and available help. Family members should call this person
and tell them where they are. After a disaster, it may be easier to make a long-distance phone call than to call across
town, so an out-of-town contact may be in a better position to communicate among separated family members.
For each contact person, you will need to know their:
 their first and last names,
 home telephone number,
 cell phone number, and
 e-mail address.
Be sure every member of your family knows the phone numbers of the emergency contacts. Post the numbers by each
home phone. Cell phones should not be counted on for communication during a disaster. Cell towers may be disabled or
cell phone services overwhelmed and of little use.
Decide on a neighborhood meeting place and an out-of-town location where your family will meet after a disaster.
Select locations that are familiar to your family and places that will not be difficult for them to reach. Pick an outside
meeting place, far enough away to be safe. A good meeting place might be a tree, telephone pole, mailbox, or neighbor's
home.

Emergency Wallet Cards
Printing an emergency card and placing it in your wallet, purse or child's backpack will ensure that everyone has the
contact and meeting place information with them at all times. Before printing an Emergency Wallet Card, you must first
complete the emergency contacts and family meeting places sections of the Family Disaster Plan., if using the PDF
form.

Individual Family Member Information
In this section, record the name, birth date, Social Security number, and important medical information for each family
member. This information helps you plan for everyone's medications, medical equipment and assistive devices. It also
serves to inform emergency workers about special medical conditions. No entered information is captured by this
Web site.

Family Location Information
Most families are not together during the day. When a disaster happens, children may be at school or working afternoon
jobs. Parents may be trapped at the office or traveling outside of Texas. Make sure you and your family members know
where and how to get in touch with each other. You may also want to inquire about emergency plans at places where
your family spends time: work, day care and school.
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ARE YOU PREPARED??
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Following are some preparedness tips for outside you home
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EVACUATIONS
Evacuations are done to save lives, and to allow responding personnel to focus on the emergency at hand.

PLEASE EVACUATE PROMPTLY WHEN REQUESTED!!!
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If and when the time arrives, one needs to get out and get out ―fast‖. Fire spreads rapidly and because there are
limited entrances to MSR, you might explore ahead of time alternate ways to exit by cutting fences etc. You
might discuss this ahead of time with neighbors in your area.
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Preparing Your Evacuation
“Grab and Go” Box
Recent natural disasters have emphasized the
importance of emergency preparedness. Everyone
should have individual and family evacuation plans
in place. Extensive planning should include all
members of the family. Keep in mind that an
emergency plan may be different for every family,
yet there are common elements. It is critical that
each family have a planned evacuation arrangement
and an evacuation “to-go” box ready for
emergencies.

Your “Grab and Go” Box
Should Include:
♦ Cash or traveler‟s checks for several days living
expenses.
♦ Rolls of quarters.
♦ Emergency phone numbers:
• Doctors, pharmacies.
• Financial advisors.
• Clergy.
• Repair contractors.
• Family.
♦ Copies of important prescriptions:
• Medicines.
• Eyeglasses.
♦ Copies of children‟s immunization records.
♦ Copies of health, dental, and/or prescription
insurance cards or numbers.
♦ Copies of auto, flood, renter‟s or homeowner‟s
insurance policies (at least policy numbers).
♦ Insurance company telephone numbers,
including local agent and company headquarters.
♦ Copies of :
• Deeds.
• Titles.
• Wills and/or trust documents.
• Durable power of attorney.
• Healthcare directives.
• Stock and bond certificates.

• Recent investment statements.
• Home inventory.
• Birth, death, adoption, and marriage
certificates.
• Passports and other identity documents.
• Employee-benefit documents.
• First two pages of previous year‟s federal and
state income tax returns.
♦ Back-up copies of computerized financial
records.
♦ Keys to safe deposit box.
♦ Combination to safe.
♦ Negatives for irreplaceable personal photos.
♦ Computer user names and passwords.
♦ List of numbers:
• Social Security • Credit card
• Bank account • Driver‟s license
• Loan • Investment account
♦ List of debt obligations, due dates, and contact
information.

Steps to Creating Your
“Grab and Go” Box
►Step 1
• Place papers in sealed, waterproof plastic bags.
• Store in a durable, sealed box. (A portable,
fireproof and waterproof box or waterproof
backpack is recommended.)
►Step 2
• Store box/backpack at home in a secure, easily
accessible location.
►Step 3
If you must evacuate:
• Grab box and take with you.
• Keep the box with you at all times.
• Do not leave box unattended in your car.
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It is important to have a safe deposit box to protect
your important papers. These boxes are located at
local financial institutions. Securing important
papers located in a safe deposit box will help to
eliminate potential stressful situations if you are
unable to take your “grab and go” box with you
during a disaster. For added security, it is
recommended that original documents, other than
wills, be housed in your safe deposit box. For
additional security, these documents should be
photocopied or digitally scanned and secured with a
trusted out-of-state friend or family member.

Secure in Your Safe Deposit Box:
• Copies of will/trust.
• Copies of power of attorney.
• List of insurance policies.
• List of financial account numbers.
• Family birth, marriage, and death certificates.
• Adoption papers.
• Citizenship papers.
• Military service records.
• Loan agreements.
• Certificates of deposit.
• Real estate deeds.
• Vehicle titles.
• Mortgage paperwork.
• Stock and bond certificates.
• Inventory of home contents.
• Jewelry/precious metals.
• Employment contracts, business agreements.

Ask an Out-of-State Friend or Relative
to Secure:
• Paper or digital copies of documents in your
“grab and go” box.
• Emergency contact information (including emails and cell phone numbers).
• Contact list for heirs and advisers.
• Copies of documents in safe deposit box.
Planning and preparation can prevent the
unexpected from becoming a harsh reality.
Taking the time prior to the emergency to prepare
and organize important papers and documents
will save you from unwanted stress and chaos in
the case of a disaster.

Inform Others:
Informing friends and family about your evacuation
plan is beneficial in case of injury or if families
become separated. Having other people aware of
your plan will reduce anxiety during stressful
situations. It is also beneficial to prepare an
emergency contact card for each family member to
keep on their person. This card should contain
contact information for all household members, an
out-of-town contact, and other key emergency and
medical providers. A printable form for preparing
emergency contact cards can be downloaded at
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/ECCard.pdf

References:
AARP Bulletin. (October, 2005) What If? Seven Ways to Disaster-Proof Your Life.
American Association of Retired Persons. Being Prepared.
http://www.aarp.org/learntech/computers/life_online/emergency_preparedness.html
American Red Cross, American Institute of Certified Public Accountants & National Endowment for Financial Education.
(2003). Disaster Recovery: A Guide to Financial Issues.
Cosgrove, S. (2005). Mississippi State University Cooperative Extension Service. Creating Your „To-Go‟ Box. Powerpoint
presentation.
University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service. (1998). Disaster Supplies Kit.
This document was developed by Jeanette A. Tucker, Ph.D., Associate ProfessorSFamily Economics, LSU Ag Center
Research and Extension. Pub. 2949-I (100M) 5/06. http://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/405B7245-4746-4480-9578F3CE54172F2B/25562/Pub2949IEvacuationGrabBoxFINAL.pdf. Permission to reprint granted to Texas AgriLife Extension
Service by Dr. Tucker. August 2007.
This material is based upon work supported by the Cooperative State, Research, Education and Extension Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, under Award No. 2006-41210-03363.
Educational programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin.
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating
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Wildfire Recovery
Personal Safety
Wildfires in Texas can spread quickly, damaging lives and property. But even after fires are put out, people
should take care to avoid injuries as they return home to begin the recovery process. DSHS urges people to be
aware of the following hazards:


Ash:Adults should use a protective respirator mask (N-95 or P-100) while cleaning up areas in which ash
particles cannot be controlled. Ash and dust from burned buildings may contain toxic and cancer causing
chemicals including asbestos, arsenic and lead. Children should not be in the area while cleanup is in
progress.



Electricity: Avoid downed or damaged electrical lines. Electrical repairs should be done by a qualified
technician.



Carbon Monoxide: Place generators, power washers and other fuel burning devices at least 50 feet away
from the house and away from open doors and windows to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.



Natural Gas: Do not enter an area or building where you smell gas. Do not turn on the lights or light a
match. Leave the area immediately, then call 9-1-1.



Propane: If a home propane tank is damaged and leaking, call 9-1-1 and the propane service provider. Do
not transport leaking propane tanks in a car or dispose of them in the trash.



Food: Discard food that may have spoiled, thawed or come into contact with hazardous materials like fire
retardant or ash. Loss of power to refrigeration and freezer units can cause food to spoil. If you’re not
certain food is safe, throw it out.



Water: Check with the water provider to be sure that water is safe to drink because water pressure may
have been lost during the fire. Water from a damaged water system or well may require disinfection by
boiling for 20 minutes or stirring in 1/8 teaspoon of unscented bleach per gallon and letting sit for 30
minutes.



Debris: Get a tetanus shot if you have not had a booster in 10 years or can’t remember when your last shot
was, and be careful. Broken glass, exposed wires, nails, wood, metal, plastic and other debris can cause
puncture wounds, cuts and burns. Falling trees and tree limbs while using chain saws can cause severe
injuries.
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Mental Health
Mental health is also a concern as people deal with the traumatic events that surround a fire. Common feelings
after a wildfire include fear, sadness and guilt. People can have trouble sleeping or feel jumpy, irritable, or
numb. These symptoms are normal, and there are things people can do to cope with traumatic events:


Take breaks from cleanup efforts and don’t overdo it. Get rest, drink plenty of water, and accept help from
others.



Return to as many personal and family routines as possible, and find ways to relax and do something that
you and your family have enjoyed in the past.



Exercise, but do so indoors if the air quality isn’t acceptable.



Talk about your experiences and feelings with family, friends or clergy, and keep a journal.



Upsetting times can cause some people to use alcohol or drugs to cope with stress. In the long run, that will
not help and may lead to other problems.
For mental health assistance or additional information, dial 2-1-1.

More information can be found at many web sites and other sources. Following are some source which you may
find helpful as you make your plans.
www.co.comal.tx.us/Emergency_Information.htm
www.texasprepares.org
http://texashelp.tamu.edu
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Prepare to Stay or Go
Once you‟ve gathered all your emergency supplies, you‟ll want to consider how you will use them in different scenarios. For example, in
case of a flash flood you may have to grab your kit and go by foot in a moment‟s notice, whereas during a hurricane, you will evacuate
ahead of time by car. Yet in other emergencies, sheltering in place may be your safest option. Using the Build Your Emergency Supply
Kit Checklist, prepare the following kits:

Evacuating on Foot with a Grab-and-Go Kit
You might have only a few minutes notice to take what you can and make your way to a safe location. Each family member's
kit should be in portable container such as backpack or duffle bag near an exit in your home.
Non-perishable food that needs no cooking

Water

Hand-operated can opener

First-aid kit (see next page for contents)

Flashlight with extra batteries

Battery-powered radio with extra batteries

Document Bag (see next page for contents)

Prescription and backup medications

Extra clothes, sturdy shoes

Nose and mouth protection masks (N-95 rating)

Whistle

Plastic sheeting and duct tape

Hand sanitizer, wipes, personal hygiene supplies

Rain gear

Sunscreen, insect repellent

Baby items (formula, bottles, baby food)

Pet Supplies:
Pet food, water and bowls

Pet medications

Pet first-aid kit

Recent photo, medical records, registration, etc.

Carrier, leash and toys

Cat litter and box

Evacuating by Car
In emergencies in which you evacuate by car, take your go-kits and add additional supplies to your car. These items include:

Phone charger (car adapter), extra cell phone battery
Books, games, and toys
Extra Batteries
Soaps, personal supplies, baby items
Bleach, toilet paper, paper towels, garbage bags
Dental care, hearing and vision products
Phone charger (for standard electrical outlets)
Matches and lighter
Before you leave your home:
Fill your gas tank, check your spare tire
Take cash, checkbook and credit cards
Call your family emergency contact

Reading and sun glasses
Road maps
Clothes
Blankets and pillows
Fix-A-Flat, tools, engine oil
More food and water
Plastic plates, cups, utensils
Tent
Charge your mobile phone
Get a map of your route
Identify gas stations and restaurants on your route

Sheltering in Place
In some emergencies, sheltering in place may be safer than evacuating. Tune in to local TV and radio for recommendations
from local officials on whether to stay or go. To be prepared to shelter in place, keep these items at home:
Smoke detector with battery for each floor
Carbon monoxide detector with battery backup

Land line phone with extra long cord
Fire extinguisher

TexasPrepares.org
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Special Considerations
Document Bag Contents

First Aid Kit Contents
Recommended by the Red Cross

















Cash, current picture I.D.s
Medical records, x-rays, benefits documents, etc.
Social security cards, birth certificates or proof of
citizenship
List of medications with dosages, doctors‟ phone
numbers
Duplicate prescriptions from doctor
List of important phone numbers (family, friends,
etc.)
Financial statements (bank accounts, tax returns,
etc.)
Copies of recent bills (power, water, etc.)
Wills
Insurance documents (homeowner, renter, life,
flood)
Home or other property deeds, leases, mortgages
etc
Vehicle titles, leases, loan documents, etc.
Inventory of possessions and their value
Backup computer files (on a CD, DVD, USB drive,
etc.)
Copies of important keys

Sheltering in Place Q&A
What type of radio is best? An AM/FM/Weatherband radio
that can be powered by batteries AND plugged into an
electrical outlet is your best choice for an emergency.
However, any battery-powered radio will do.
Why a corded phone? Cordless phones won‟t work during a
power outage. A corded phone can be used during a power
outage, since it doesn‟t plug in to an electrical outlet. The
long cord means you can take it to the safest part of your
house.

















2 absorbent compress dressings (5 x 9 inches)
25 adhesive bandages (assorted sizes)
1 adhesive cloth tape (10 yards x 1 inch)
5 antibiotic ointment packets (approximately 1 gram)
2 packets of aspirin (81 mg each)
1 instant cold compress
2 pair of nonlatex gloves (size: large)
2 hydrocortisone ointment packets (approximately 1 gram each)
oral thermometer, scissors, tweezers
1 roller bandage (3 inches wide)
1 roller bandage (4 inches wide)
5 sterile gauze pads (3 x 3 inches)
5 sterile gauze pads (4 x 4 inches)
2 triangular bandages
First aid instruction booklet

Notes
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
Why a carbon-monoxide detector? Deadly carbon monoxide
from a generator outside your house can filter in through
_____________________________________________________
vents or open windows. You would never know it was
happening without an inexpensive detector.
_____________________________________________________
What does bleach do? Non-scented bleach can be used to
purify water for drinking or sanitize water for bathing,
_____________________________________________________
cooking and cleaning. To purify water, add 16 drops (1/8
teaspoon) per gallon in a large pot or kettle. Stir and let
_____________________________________________________
stand for 30 minutes.
Why a pet carrier/cage? While you might not cage your pet
at home, having a carrier will help transport your pet safely
during an evacuation, and may be required, depending on
where you spend the night.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Why plastic sheeting? It can be used with duct tape to seal
doors, windows, and air vents at home, and offers some
protection from contaminated air, hazardous materials and
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bad weather if you must evacuate.

TexasPrepares.org
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Additional tips from you and your MSR neighbors
1. PLEASE, NO motorized vehicles of any kind in the Preserve, or any unpaved areas!!!
(Just an FYI, mufflers and catalytic converters on vehicles can get incredibly hot!!!)
2. Do not use the barbecue grills in the Preserve.
3. Do not use any barbecue grills at home that do not have a tightly fitting cover and make
sure adequate water is readily available in case of emergency.
4. Establish a predetermined meeting place for family members to meet should you be
separated before the evacuation.
5. If and when the time arrives, one needs to get out and get out ―fast‖. Fire spreads rapidly
and because there are limited entrances to MSR, you might explore ahead of time alternate
ways to exit by cutting fences etc. You might discuss this ahead of time with neighbors in
your area.
6. For those of you who go out to work and have pets at home, make arrangements ahead of
time for one of your stay home neighbors to retrieve your pets from your property and
meet you at a pre-determined destination. You probably won’t have time to return home
from work to get your pets.
7. Everyone needs to make sure their landlines - if they have them - are functional and
plugged in and their ringers on for reverse 911 calls.
8. And if anyone throws a cigarette butt out of their moving vehicle, they are liable to be
"handled" on the spot! (Note: recent stories in the local news indicate that 89% of cigarette
butts flipped out of vehicles cause grass fires. The story also indicated that if caught by law
enforcement, this can result in a minimum $500 fins and if a fires starts as a result of this
act, the perpetrator is subject to being charged with FELONY arson.
9. Neighborhood watch members should have a list of neighbor's numbers handy so we can
report any missing or un-accounted neighbors to the proper authorities if, God forbid,
something should happen.
10. Always keep a fire extinguisher in your vehicle for those times when you have to pull off on
the shoulder for some reason and you cannot make it to an area where the grass is short.
11. Always have a highway emergency kit in your vehicle which contains a first aid kit,
emergency flares (be careful where you place these once they are lit!!), reflective triangles,
and anything else you deem necessary.
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Expert: Don’t experience a second disaster – watch
for fraud
AgriLife Extension provides tips on avoiding post-disaster scammers
September 12, 2011 By: Paul Schattenberg

More than 500 acres, five residences and a semi-tractor trailer loaded with grain were lost in this wildfire
in the Smith County Jacksonville Heights district, east of Tyler on Labor Day. (Texas AgriLife Extension
Service photo by Robert Burns)
COLLEGE STATION — A disaster can bring out the best in people or the worst in people, said a Texas
AgriLife Extension Service expert. And if it’s the latter, people need to be aware of how some people may
try to take advantage.
―The most common complaints following a disaster relate to price gouging and home repair contractors,
but identity theft is also a concern,‖ said Dr. Joyce Cavanagh, AgriLife Extension family economics
specialist in College Station.
Cavanagh said following past disasters, such as Hurricane Rita, the Texas Office of the Attorney General
received numerous complaints of businesses charging excessive prices for essential goods and services
such as rental cars, hotels and motels, building materials, and groceries.
―Anyone who feels he or she is a victim of price gouging following a disaster should report the incident to
the consumer hotline at the Texas Office of the Attorney General,‖ she said. The number for the hotline
is 800-252-8011, and their website is at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/ .
After a major disaster, contractors and others often go door-to-door soliciting home repair work,
Cavanagh said.
―While many of them are legitimate, others are not and the dishonest ones may take your money
without completing the job or use inferior materials and perform shoddy work,‖ she said.
Cavanagh offered the following suggestions before hiring a contractor:
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– Get more than one estimate and don’t be forced to sign a contract right away. Ask the salesperson to
leave a copy of the contract for you to review.
– Get everything in writing, including cost, work to be done, time schedules, guarantees, payment
schedule and other concerns.
– Keep copies of everything you sign.
She added that any contract signed for work on a homestead must contain the following warning next to
the space for your signature: ―Important Notice: You and your contractor are responsible for meeting
the terms and conditions of this contract. If you sign this contract and you fail to meet the terms and
conditions of this contract, you may lose your legal ownership rights in your home. Know your rights and
duties under the law.‖
―When you sign a contract for home improvements on your homestead, a contractor can legally fix a lien
on the homestead,‖ she said. ―If you sign a contract containing the language quoted above, and you fail to
make the payments, the contracting company can take away your home. So it’s imperative that you
understand your obligations under the contract, and that you are confident you can meet those
obligations. If you have doubts, consult an attorney before you sign.‖
Cavanagh said people should also ask for a driver’s license and/or contractor’s license and write down
those numbers, as well as the person’s address and a vehicle license plate number.
―Then contact the Better Business Bureau in the person’s home community or check online at
http://www.bbb.org/ to determine whether there are any complaints,‖ she said. ―Call your local Better
Business Bureau office if you need assistance.‖
She added that it is also important to ask for references and check them out, and never to sign a contract
with blanks where unacceptable terms might be added later.
―Never pay a contractor in full or sign a completion certificate until the work is finished and
acceptable. And beware of salespeople who say they need to be paid in full before the work is complete.‖
Cavanagh said after a disaster people often will have to share personal information in order to get relief
benefits from government agencies or other organizations, or to obtain replacement identification
documents.
―Be cautious,‖ she said, ―because identity thieves may pose as government officials or representatives of
government agencies. Ask for identification, and when possible, try to initiate the contact yourself using
information on official websites or at official information centers.‖
People working with contractors and others to repair their homes may be asked for
personal information so a credit check can be performed, she said.
―Be sure the business is legitimate before you give out your Social Security number or other
personal information,‖ she said. ―If in doubt, don’t give it out.‖
Cavanagh also suggested examining bank statements, credit card statements and other statements closely
for any unauthorized purchases or withdrawals.
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―About 60 days after the disaster, you should request copies of your credit report from all three major
credit bureaus—Experian, TransUnion and Equifax,‖ she said. ―Sometimes after a disaster, credit
bureaus do not charge victims for their credit reports, so be sure to ask. And if you believe someone has
committed identity theft against you or may do so in the future, you may want to add an Initial Security
Alert to your personal credit report.‖
She said this initial alert will remain for 90 days and will notify anyone who reviews your report to take
extra steps to verify the identity before granting credit.
―You need to request the security alert with only one credit bureau,‖ she said. ―That bureau should
automatically notify the other two to place an alert on your file. But be aware that adding an alert to your
credit report may prevent you from opening an account unless the creditor is able to get in touch with
you and positively confirm your identity and that you are applying for credit.‖
Cavanagh said additional information on preventing identity theft can be obtained at
http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft.
Nancy Granovsky, AgriLife Extension family economics specialist, added that another scam people
should be aware of relates to those who might try to fraudulently obtain money for disaster relief efforts.
―Some people will prey on the compassion and giving nature of others for their own benefit,‖ Granovsky
said. ―If you are approached by someone representing an organization you have never heard of soliciting
donations for disaster relief, check them out before you write a check or drop any money into a bucket.‖
She said it is usually safest to donate to either local agencies with which you are familiar or donate to
larger national relief agencies, such as The Red Cross or Salvation Army, which are well-established and
trusted organizations known for their disaster relief efforts.
Granovsky said a good rule of thumb with any organization to which you are contributing is to verify
that at least 75 percent of the money donated will go to the specific effort to which you are contributing.
She said going to http://www.charitynavigator.org/ or http://www2guidestar.org/ can be helpful in
assessing the legitimacy of a charity and analyzing its financial administration, and added that the Better
Business Bureau website at http://www.bbb.org/us/charity can also provide information on what charities
may have complaints registered against them.
―You can also go to the website for the Texas Office of the Attorney General for information or to
register a complaint if you think you have been scammed by someone falsely representing a charitable
organization,‖ Granovsky said.
The Office of the Attorney General has oversight authority over more than 50,000 active charitable
organizations and trust entities, she said.
―Of course, you may want to consider giving your time to volunteering in relief efforts or providing
canned foods or clothing instead of making a monetary donation,‖ she said. ―But be sure to coordinate it
with the people managing the emergency relief efforts to make sure you’re providing something the
people affected by a disaster really need.‖
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